Making Tree Preservation Orders
Tree Preservation Order powers are used selectively in accordance with Government advice. Under the Town and Country Planning Act the Council may make a TPO if it appears to them to be:
 "Expedient in the interests of amenity to make provision for the preservation of trees in their area".
 Government advice provides the following:
        TPO's may be used to protect selected trees and woodlands, that if removed, would have a significant impact on the environment and its enjoyment by the public.
        A reasonable degree of public benefit must accrue from the creation of a TPO. 
        Trees should normally be visible from a public place (such as a road or footpath) although exceptionally other trees may be included. 
        The benefit may be present or future (for example, when proposed development has taken place). 
        The trees are worthy of preservation for their intrinsic beauty or for their contribution to the landscape. 
        The trees screen an eyesore or a site for new development. 
        The trees have scarcity value. 
        The trees are a part of a valued group. 
        Other factors (such as importance as a wildlife habitat) may be taken into account, which alone would not be sufficient to warrant a TPO. 
 Importantly, although a tree may merit protection on amenity grounds Government advice is that it is not necessary to make a TPO to protect it, unless, the Council believe it is at risk of being cut down either immediately or at some time in the future.
 If it appears that judged on the above criteria that the making of a TPO is justified, the Council will also need to be satisfied, that:
        the tree has a reasonable life expectancy, and 
        the tree is sound, healthy and free from disease or serious defect, and
        the tree is not causing structural damage to existing buildings, utility services or public highways and is not likely to do so in the near future, and
        the tree will not cast excessive shade or otherwise interfere with occupier's reasonable enjoyment or property, and
        there are no issues of public safety or other impediment.
